NOSCE TEIPSUM                                389

These light vain persons still are drunk and mad
With surfeitings and pleasures of their youth*,
But at their deaths they are fresh, sober, sad:
Then they discern, and then they speak, the truth*

If then all souls, both good and bad, do teach
With general voice that souls can never die,
'Tis not man's flattering gloss, but Nature's speech,
Which, like God's Oracle, can never lie.

REASON v
From the General Desire of Immortality

HENCE springs that universal strong desire
Which all men have of immortality.
Not some few spirits unto this thought aspire,
But all men's minds in this united be.

Then this desire of Nature is not vain,
'She covets not impossibilities;
Fond thoughts may fall into some idle brain.
But one assent of all is ever wise.*

From hence that general care and study springs,
That launching and progression of the mind,
Which all men have so much, of future things,
That they no joy do in the present find.

From this desire that main desire proceeds
Which all men have surviving Fame to gain,
By tombs, by books, by memorable deeds:
For she that this desires doth still remain.

Hence, lastly, springs care of posterities,
For things their kind would everlasting make;
Hence is it that old men do plant young trees.
The fruit whereof another age shall take.

If we these rules unto ourselves apply,
And view them by reflection of the mind,
All these true notes of immortality
In our hearts* tables we shall written find.